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Welcome to Mr. Van Rite’s 8th Grade Science Class.  Please review the class information 
below, sign and return.   
 
Communication 

I will be using e-mail, ParentLink and Remind throughout the year to communicate with 
parents and students. Remind is a free app that will allow you to receive texts or e-mails 
from me about upcoming assignments, tests, materials requests, etc. To join my 8th grade 
Remind group, text kvanr to the number 81010. 
 

If there are any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. You can call me at the 
school number, 817.220.7455 or e-mail me at kvanrite@springtownisd.net. 
 
My conference is 2nd period (9:00 – 9:49) 
 

Content 

In 8th grade, the focus is on Earth Science. We will cover the following topics: Atoms, 
Chemistry, Force & Motion, Newton’s Laws, The Earth-Moon-Sun System, The Universe, 
Processes that Shape the Earth, Earth’s Ocean and Atmosphere, and finally Ecosystems. 
Much of what we learn this year will be building on the previously learned skills from 6th 
and 7th grade science. You will be tracking your progress throughout the year as we 
prepare for state testing and we will discuss class and personal goals on a regular basis as 
you prepare yourselves for high school and beyond. 
 

Classroom Expectations 

1. Be learning ready when the bell rings. 
2. Be 100% respectful 100% of the time. 
3. Participate 
4. Be Responsible for your own learning. 
5. Work hard, and try your best. 

 

Grading 

There will be a minimum of 9 daily grades and 3 test grades each six weeks. Daily grades 
and Test grades each count for 50% of the total six weeks average. 
 

Daily Grades (Homework, Daily Quizzes, Classwork, Labs, etc.) 

If a daily grade assignment is not turned in at the time it is due, a score of 0 will be 
recorded. If it is turned in by 4 pm the same day, 10 points will be deducted from the score. 
After 4 pm on the due date, it will be considered Late Work for which the maximum score is 
a 50 (the average of the 0 entered and the score earned). Late Work cannot be corrected. 
Any student that earns below a 70 will have the opportunity to correct the assignment and 
earn up to a 70 (the average of the initial grade and the corrected grade, not to exceed 70). 
All corrections are due one week from the day the grade was entered in the gradebook. 
Corrections may be in the form of an alternate assignment. 
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Major Grades (Unit Tests, Vocabulary Tests, Projects, etc.) 

Any student that earns below a 70 on a major grade may retake it within 1 week to earn UP 
TO a 70 (the average of the initial grade and the retake, not to exceed 70). A retake is a 
DIFFERENT test over the same material. I highly recommend studying the original test 
and/or review materials as well as coming in before or after school to ask questions if 
needed prior to a retake. All retakes must be completed before or after school. If a student 
scores lower on a retake, the higher of the two grades will be recorded. 
 

Tutorials 

I am available at 7:45 each morning and until at least 4:00 each afternoon. Please check 
with me if you plan on coming in so that I can tell you if I will be somewhere other than my 
classroom. 
 

Notebooks (Composition Books) 

All notes, labs, charts and various other sources of information that you will need to study 
for this class will be kept in the Science IAN (InterActive Notebook). As such, it is critical to 
bring it to class every day. You will not be permitted to return to your locker if you forget it. 
You will be responsible for entering anything we do in class that day on your own time. 
There will be random notebook grades to ensure that you not only make sure to bring it to 
class but also keep up with all of the information we put into it. 
 

Headings 

All work that will be turned in must carry the full heading at the top of the page. Papers 
without a complete heading will lose points. The heading must include: 
Full Name  
Mr. VanRite 
Class period (#) 
 

Absences 

If a student is absent, it is their responsibility to get and make up the work they missed. 
Copies of assignments can be found in the Absent Work folders in class. Any missed labs, 
videos, quizzes and tests must be made up before or after school. Missed daily assignments 
must be completed within the same number of days as originally given. Missed tests and 
quizzes must be scheduled with the teacher to be completed within one week of returning. 
 

Plagiarism and Cheating 

Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated. Either action will result in: 
 A zero on the assignment 
 Parent contact 
 A different assignment will be given as a correction for a maximum of 70% 

 

 

Thank you, 
Kevin Van Rite 
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Please carefully detach this slip and hand it in to Mr. Van Rite. Keep the syllabus in your 
Science binder for future reference. 
 

I, __________________________________________(please print Student Name), 

and I, __________________________________________(please print Parent/Guardian Name), 

have read and understand the information in Mr. Van Rite’s Parent Letter. 

 

 

 

Parent Signature: ________________________________________________ 
 
Email address:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
Date:  ________________________________ 
 
 

 

Student Signature: ___________________________________ 
 

Date: __________________ 


